95 Life, Trial, and Behaviour of 


RALPH 


J ALPH SMITH, aged 58. was born at 
Bucknail, near Herncafile, of parents in 
ow circumitances. Previous to the commiſſion 


of this horri murder, he refided at Boſton, and 


procured a livelihood by collecting old rags. He 
Was committed to Lincoln c unty gaol on the 
11th of laft February. on ſuſpicion of having 
perpetrated this dreadful crime; and on Wed. 
neſday he 14th of March was fully convicted 
ot the heavy charge brought againſt him, of 
which the following is a circumſtantial account, 
u given in evidence upon the triul: 

On Wedneiday the iſt of February lat, about 


deven in the morning, the priſoner was ſeen 


- Kving towards the houſe of Gentle Sutton, and 
bier ved to turn his head afide that the witneſs 
might not ſee his face. At this time he had 
© with him a crooked ſtick and about one o*clock 
the ſame dy he was ſeen on the Lincoln road, 

going from the houſe in a hurrying pace, with 
' a bundle firapped round his fhoulders. A day or 
two after, be was at Fiſkerton, near Lincoln, and 
had with him ſeveral articles of cloaths, which 
he there offered to ſell ſaying they were left 
him by a brother lately dead. Such part of the 
deaths as the priſoner fold, were cicarly proved 
toe have belonged to the dec ꝛaſed. 
lecmed very much affected at fevers] circum 

flances which were diſcloſed in the courſe of the 
evidence, cſpecially at that part were the wite 
of the deceaſed deſcribed the fituati on of her un- 
fortunate huſband, as he was found 2 few mi- 


- circumſtances of which are as follow: — It was 


el chem left home. to lay the key, i in the ablence 
= of the other, in a particular private place. The 


deten“ d.was 2 day. labs urer to Mr. Tunnard, of 


n ton, and, on the day above-mentioned, he 


Fo en te bis labour, and his wife to Boſton, He 


Who was executed upon Lincoln Gallows, MAR CH, 16th. 
+ © the MURDER oof ' = 


GENTLE SUTTON. 


1he Judge _ 


"mutes after the commiſſion of the murder, the 


uſual with the deceaſed and his wife, wuen either 


an five ſilver tea ip95:-ns 


SMITH, 


1792. 


mud. This perſon immediately ſhot. the lock; 
and, on entering the parlour, they found por 
Sutton lat dead upon the floor, whth his face 
downwards: A great deal of blood was ſpread 
over the floor, and the body quite cold. T hey 


took of the hat of the deceaſed, which on the 


crown was cut through in two places, and a 
quantity ot brains aud blood vere in it. — What 
heart is their that would nat be petrefied at this 
dreadful light! And, oh! how mutt ſhe feel, 
when ſhe beheld all that was dear to her, on this 
ſi te the grave lying breathleſs in her own houſe 
murdered by a birbarous viliain, her property 
gone and her future ſubſiſtance to ſeek in end- 
leſs pain. 

Ihe priſoner appeared during the trial hear it 
all you who are true of heart) not in the leaft 
affected nor did the awful ſentenge, pronouncd 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſeeim to raiſe in his 
mind any degree oi remorſe or dread. — This 
bloody dead was perpetrated with a large hat. 
chet, belonging to the deceaſed, which was founJ 
in the garden, with the haft very blocdy juſt be. 
neath the heal, The priſoner made no defence: 
he called fever. people to ſpeak in his behalf, 
bur no body appeared. _ 

That morning, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, he was brought out of the caſtle, and 
taken to the place of execution, were, notwith - 
ſtanc ing his apparent ſullenneſs he acknowledged 
the enormoty ofhis offence, and the juſtneſs of 
hi, ſentence. The uſual time for his folemn de- 


votion being ſpent, he was tied up and after ut. 


tering a few pious ejaculat ons, the executioner 
per formed that laſt, fad office, which uſhered the 


_ unhappy object of it, into a bet er or more mi. 


ſerable world. 

lhe goods taker way c nfited of den coats, 
three wailtcoats, two pair ot breeches, oue ſhirt, 
He had been twice) 
tranſported, and ſet at liberty only five or ſix 


it bg 5 | 0 inner at noon, when the priſoner . 
28 h n an the Houle, and committed the murder as 
72 x6 * fron. as the deceaſed entered. The wife came 
. . ders about e inthe evening, was greatly ſur.” 


months before he committed the murder. He 
has left a widow and one child. both now livieg - 
at Boſton. _ His body was hung in chains near 
bey, and tried to force | the village ef Frampton, to perpetuate the inhu· 
x this door, ut could not. Shethen went to man tranſaction th2t bath young and old may 
welling donde of Mr, Tynnard, and his-ſer- |” endes vent do ſhun To abomic:: b a5 e 
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